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Dear AFI Members and Colleagues:

?srael

Hag Sameach in anticipation of the upcoming festival of Purim. It seems like every
meeting there is a Jewish holiday—one of the big advantages of being Jewish. I look
forward to seeing everyone in New Orleans post-Katrina. We have great plans for a
wonderful Friday night Kiddush and a weekend celebration of Purim away from home
featuring several readings of the Megillah. Our Sunday night event is going to be quite
unique. We are planning a Gala Masquerade Dinner at Generations Hall, a historic warehouse
converted event facility, located a short walk from the Hilton Hotel. The evening will feature
Dr. Tim Craig, whose talk is entitled “An Overview of the Exercise Induced Bronchospasm Landmark Survey.”
Also speaking is Mr. Ned Goldberg who is the Executive Director of New Orleans Jewish Children’s Regional
Service. Ned will talk about the Jewish community in New Orleans and provide a perspective of how the Jewish
community and the New Orleans community as a whole have coped post-Katrina. The New Orleans Klezmer
All-Star Band will play traditional klezmer music as well as some good old New Orleans jazz. Great food and
drinks coupled with great friends promises to make this a very enjoyable evening. Costumes are encouraged
but for those more reserved, masks will be provided. I look forward to seeing you all there.

This past year, AFI was honored to be invited to give a Sister Symposium at the World Allergy Organization
held in Argentina. The subject of our symposium was, “The Environmental Impact of Air Pollution on Non-Allergic
Respiratory Disorders.” AFI also sponsored a program followed by a reception for our South American colleagues
and AFI members attending the WAO at Argentina’s oldest synagogue, known as Libertad Temple. This event
was very well attended and hopefully will be the first of many AFI sponsored outreach programs to our allergy
colleagues at international meetings. I want to give special thanks to Edgardo Jares who without his efforts this
event would not have been possible.

This past year AFI has awarded three additional research grants totaling $9,000. Congratulations to
Arnon Broides (Role of Bruton Tyrosine Kinase and Leflunomide Metabolite Analog (LFM-A13), on Neutrophil
Functions in Patients with X Linked Agammaglobulinemia), Ariel Munitz (Role of Esophageal Epithelial Cell
Related Cell Surface Receptors in the Pathogenesis of Eosinophilic Esophagitis) and Miguel Stein (The Prevalence
and Long Term Follow-up of Eosinophilic Esophagitis in Israel, a Retrospective Pathology Based Analysis).
Although these research awards are relatively modest at this juncture in the short history of our organization,
we must remember that a spark can light a fire. We expect great things to come from these researchers.

We continue to support Mini-fellowship programs. Dr. Eduardo Shahar, who immigrated from Argentina to
Israel in 1989 and is currently a faculty member at the Institute of Allergy, Clinical Immunology & AIDS on the
Rambam Health Care Campus, in Haifa will attend this year’'s AAAAI meeting followed by a three week mini-
fellowship at the University of Cincinnati and Children’s Hospital. We welcome other institutions to participate in
this mini-fellowship program. Please contact me at jonathan.bernstein@uc.edu if you are interested in being a
host institution.

To date, AFI has provided over $70,000 to fund research and educational grants as well as sponsoring
professional meetings all in keeping with our mission which is to join together with our Israeli Allergy colleagues
to foster education and research activities in our specialty. We are very fortunate to have a great corporate
sponsor of AFI in TEVA pharmaceuticals. Their support not only allows our organization to hold annual events
at the national allergy meetings but also to fulfill our mission. Special thanks to Greg Lund, Mark Salyer and the
entire TEVA group for their enduring commitment to AFI.

However, AFI programming would not be possible without the support of our members. I therefore encourage
everyone to go to our website, www.allergists4israel.org and submit your dues electronically if you have not
done so for 2010. This meeting is our big fundraiser not unlike Yom Kippur. We hope that you feel as strongly
as we do about the value AFI brings to our professional community. Your contribution of the $118 annual dues
is a confirmation of your support for AFI activities. But don’t just stop with you! Tell your friends about the great
non-secular fellowship AFI promotes and encourage them to become members and attend our events as well.
Remember, an organization is only as good as its membership and we wouldn’t be in the position we are in today
without you! On behalf of our board of directors and staff, I sincerely thank you for continuing to support AFI.

We are already in the early stages of planning for a joint IAACI AFI event in 2012, either in conjunction with
the ACAAI or AAAAL Based on feedback from our previous meeting in December, 2008, we are very excited about
the prospects of a second international meeting in Israel.

I look forward to seeing you all in New Orleans.

Lhitraot and shalom,
Jonathan A. Bernstein, M.D.
Chairman, Allergists for Israel
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Allergists for Israel Events

Gala Masquerade Dinner

Allergists for Israel invites you and a
guest to join us at a Gala Masquerade Dinner
on Sunday, February 28, 2010 at the unique,
historic Generations Hall, 310 Andrew Higgins
Drive, New Orleans. The evening will begin with
cocktails at 6:30 p.m.

Guest speakers are Tim Craig, D.0. who will
speak on “An Overview of the Exercise Induced
Bronchospasm Landmark Survey” and Ned
Goldberg, Executive Director of New Orleans
Jewish Children’s Regional Service. Ned will
speak about the Jewish community in
New Orleans and provide a perspective of
how the Jewish community and the New
Orleans community as a whole have
coped post-Katrina.

Entertainment will be provided by the
New Orleans Klezmer All Stars. In celebration
of Purim, costume attire is desired. Support
provided by Teva Specialty Pharmaceuticals.
Kosher dietary laws will be observed. Please
RSVP via email to Beth Goldfarb by February 21,
and include names of guests:
afiadm@gmail.com

Kiddush Reception

Please join us for a Kiddush Reception
at the Hilton New Orleans Riverside on
Friday, February 26, 2010. The Kiddush will be
at 5:45 pm in the Hilton Room HEC B. A second
Kiddush will be held after services.

AFI Religious Services

Religious services will be held at the Hilton
New Orleans Riverside on Friday, February 26.
Mincha will begin at 5:30 pm in the Hilton
Room HEC A. Saturday morning services will be
held February 27 at 7:00 am in the Hilton Room
HEC A. Mincha will be at 5:30 pm in the Hilton
Room HEC A. Maariv will be at 6:20 pm followed
by Havdalah and Megillah reading.

On Sunday, February 28, Shacharit will
begin at 6:00 am in the Hilton Room HEC A.
Megillah reading will be at 6:30 am. Monday,
March 1 services will be at 7:00 am in the
Hilton Room HEC A.

All those interested in participating with
the Torah Service as well as Megillah readings
on Saturday evening and Sunday morning
should contact Beth: afiadm@gmail.com

Mission/Vision of Allergists for Israel

Allergists for Israel was founded in 1984 and the evolving vision of our group is to:

1. Develop camaraderie by the gathering (nationally and internationally) of Allergists/
Immunologists and other supporters of allergy in Israel at national Academy and College

allergy meetings.

2. Provide financial support for Israeli allergy fellows for scholarly activities.
3. Establish a network of Allergists/Immunologists around the world with our Israeli
Allergists/Immunologist colleagues so we can communicate and interact at international

meetings around the world and in Israel.

4. Develop linkages between Allergists/Immunologists from around the world and Israeli
Allergists/Immunologists by sponsoring Allergists/Immunologists to visit and speak in Israel.

ALLERGISTS FOR ISRAEL



AFI’s mission is to create and foster research and educational ties between Israel and

HOLD THE DATE!

the United States, Canada, South America and Europe. We provide financial support for

Israeli allergy fellows for scholarly activities and to promote the specialty of Allergy and

Clinical Immunology.

You can help to advance our mission by considering Allergists for Israel when you make
contributions in honor or in memory of a special person or commemorating an event.
We will send a donation card to the recipient and mail you an acknowledgement letter
of your tax exempt contribution. Simply email Beth at afiadm@gmail.com with the

necessary information.

We appreciate you supporting
AFI with your contributions

The IAAC
invites you
to attend the
Annual Meeting
to be held
in Israel
October 14-16,
2010
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Dr. Timothy Craig

AFI is pleased to have Dr. Timothy Craig
as the speaker for our 2010 Annual Dinner
Event. Dr. Craig will speak on “An Overview
of the Exercise Induced Bronchospasm
Landmark Survey.”

Dr. Timothy Craig is Professor of Medicine
and Pediatrics in the Division of Pulmonary,
Allergy, and Critical Care Medicine at the
Pennsylvania State University College of
Medicine. He is board-certified in Allergy
and Immunology, a Fellow in both the
American Academy of Allergy, Asthma, and
Immunology (AAAAI) and the American College
of Allergy, Asthma, and Immunology (ACAAI).
Dr. Craig is Chair of the Allergy, Asthma and
Immunology Section, Director of Allergy and
Asthma (linical Research and Program Director
for the Allergy Asthma and Immunology
Training Program at Penn State’s Hershey
Medical Center. He is past Governor of the
Regional, State and Local Allergy Associations
for the Middle Atlantic States, Past President of
the PA Allergy Association, on the Board of
Directors for the American College of Allergy
Asthma and Immunology and has been
nominated as Interest Section Chair for
the American Academy of Allergy Asthma
and Immunology.

Dr. Craig’s primary professional interest
is to provide a comprehensive program for
immunology, allergic diseases and respiratory
illnesses via his (1) research program, (2)
education of medical students, residents,
healthcare providers, and subjects, (3) Allergy
and Immunology Clinic that provides state-of-
the-art care for patients with asthma and other
allergic and immune-mediated diseases and
(4) the Allergy, Asthma and Immunology
Training Program to educate asthma and
immunology specialists. He has been a
co-investigator for the ACRN DCC since 1995
and the CARE Network from 1999-2004. His
current research projects include participation
in Phase II and III clinical trials on asthma
medications, such as biologic immuno-
modulators, leukotriene inhibitors,
phosphodiesterase inhibitors, anti-cholinergics,
beta-agonists, and new corticosteroids. He is
also active in Investigator Initiated Research on
asthma, sleep, COPD, Hereditary Angioedema
and rhinitis. Dr. Craig has published multiple
articles on his investigations into drug
therapies for asthma, the effects of allergic
rhinitis on sleep-disordered breathing, and
Hereditary Angioedema.

Dr. Timothy Craig
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Dr. Michal Cohen

Recipients of the
Bernard B. Siegel
Memorial Award

Bernard B. Siegel Memorial Award

Dr. Bernard B. Siegel was a long-standing
Fellow of the AAAAI Editor of the Allergy
Abstracts of the Journal of Allergy and Clinical
Immunology and recipient of the Distinguished
Service Award of the Academy. Dr. Siegel was
very interested in medical affairs in Israel,
particularly in the field of allergy. After his death
in October 1982, family and friends established
a fund in his memory.

Since 1985 a leading Israeli Allergist/
Immunologist and author of a paper accepted
for presentation at the American Academy’s
annual meeting has received the Bernard B.
Siegel Memorial Award. The 2010 recipient
of this prestigious award is Michal Cohen, M.D.
She is the senior author of the paper

1984 C. Springer M.D.

I. Ben-Dov M.D.
1985 Chana Maayan M.D.
1986 Shlomo Bar-Sela M.D.
1987 Avner Reshef M.D.
1988 Meir Shalit M.D.
1989 Yitzhak Katz M.D.
1990 Francesca Levy-Schaffer Ph.D.
1991 Yoseph A. Mekori M.D.
1992 Michael Levy M.D.
1993 Arnon Goldberg M.D.
1994 Rami Hershkowiz M.D.
1995 Meir Shalit M.D.
1996 Ronit Confino-Cohen M.D.
1997 Dana Baram Ph.D.
1998 Ilan Dalal M.D.
1999 Morli Hartman Ph.D.
2000 Michael Stein M.D.
2001 Yachov Beerkum M.D.
2002 Kobi Sade M.D.
2003 Adi Cohen M.D.
2004 Valery Teplitzky M.D.
2005 Amit Nachum M.D. Ph.D.
2006 Nirit Segal M.D.
2007 Mona I. Kidon M.D.
2008 Nily Mazur M.D.
2009 Adam Mor M.D.
2010 Michal Cohen M.D.

“The Incidence, Manifestations and Natural
Course of Neonatal Rectal Bleeding in Relation
to Cows’ Milk Feeding,” which will be presented
in New Orleans.

Dr. Cohen graduated magna cum laude and
received a B.Sc. in Biology from the Hebrew
University in Jerusalem. She attended Hadassah
School of Medicine in Jerusalem and served an
internship at the Ha’Emek Medical Center in
Afula. She was an outstanding resident in
Pediatrics at the Assaf Harofeh Medical Center
in Zerifin which is affiliated with the Sackler
School of Medicine, Tel Aviv University.

Allergists for Israel wishes to applaud
Dr. Michal Cohen for her impressive accomplishments
and wishes her continued success.

Hadassah Hospital (Mount Scopus)

Hadassah Hospital (Mount Scopus)
Hadassah Hospital (Ein Karem)

Zieff Medical Center, Zafed

Hadassah Hospital (Ein Karem)

Assaf Harofeh Hospital, Zerifin

Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Meir General Hospital, Kfar Saba
Jerusalem (private practice)

Meir Hospital, Kfar Saba

Meir Hospital, Kfar Saba

Hadassah Hospital (Ein Karem)

Meir Hospital, Kfar Saba

Meir Hospital, Kfar Saba

Wolfson Medical Center, Holon

Hebrew University, Jerusalem

Kaplan Medical Center, Rehovot
Hadassah University Hospital, Jerusalem
Souraski Medical Center, Tel Aviv

Assaf Harofeh Medical Center, Zrifin
Wolfson Medical Center, Holon
Schneider Children Hospital, Petach Tikva
Schneider Children Hospital, Petach Tikva
Children Medical Clinic, Rishon Lezion
Sheba Medical Center, Tel Hashomer
Meir Medical Center, Kfar Saba

Assaf Harofeh Medical Center, Zrifin



Tidbits from Beth

Do you ever feel overwhelmed that the task
at hand is just too great to tackle? The “to do”
pile seems to swell as the resources seem to
shrink. It is all too inviting to hide away, at least
for a short time.

Usually our burden pails in view of the global
task at hand at any given moment. There is
never a lull in the action to have the luxury of
time, to hide away. We can click the remote and
change channels. We can mute the sound, dim
the view, but we can’t make it go away. We are
not only members of a tribe, people of a nation,
but we are citizens of the world. We cannot don
a mask and pretend we do not see.

The sadness of the Haitians is our sadness. It
strikes a chord. We understand and empathize
with tragedy. Millions of dollars are pouring into
the country. It would seem that my small
donation would mean nothing. And vet the
sum is only as great as the part. I need to be a
part. We need to be a part. When resources
were sitting idle, unable to move about a
country without adequate infrastructure, the
Israeli army was there, setting up make-shift

hospitals, getting help to where it was needed.
Even the news channels we usually deem
biased lauded the abilities of the Israelis to get
a job done and not be deterred by bureaucracy.
Each of us are citizens of the world, connected,
and cannot pretend otherwise.

The Jewish holiday of Purim is quickly
approaching. Many of us will find ourselves
celebrating together in New Orleans. Allergists
for Israel has been the link that has nurtured
friendships and professional growth among
allergists world-wide. The unique message of
Purim, the holiday of masquerading, is not to
hide behind a mask to avoid responsibilities,
but to don a mask that enables great things
to happen. The story of Esther is that she wore
the mask of a Queen to miraculously save
her people.

The mask lays before each of us. We can
either hide behind it or choose to pick it up
and make miracles happen. The sum is only as
great as the part. AFI is great because you are
part of it. Together we choose to make great
things happen.

Beth Goldfarb

AFI Grant Awarded to Yael Minai-Fleminger

AFI is pleased to award a $500 travel grant to
Yael Minai-Fleminger to assist in her attending
the upcoming AAAAI Annual Meeting in New
Orleans. Dr. Minai-Fleminger’s abstract entitled,
“The Human Mast Cell-Eosinophil Allergic A
Effector Unit: An Ultra-Structural Study” was
accepted for presentation.

Yael is a PhD student in the Department of
Pharmacology in the School of Pharmacy and
Faculty of Medicine in Ein Karem, Israel. She

earned her BSc (cellular and molecular biology)
and MSc (biotechnology) at Bar Ilan University
Department of Life Sciences, completing both
degrees with honors. Minai-Fleminger has
been studying for a PhD in the field of
Immunopharmacology for the past two years.
The subject of her research has been the
function of the primary cells participating

in the process of allergies and other
inflammatory diseases.

Dr. Yael Minai-Fleminger
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Mona Iancovici Kidon, M.D.

Dr. Mona Kidon

Dr. Menachem Rottem

A cum laude graduate of the Faculty of
Medicine at the Technion, Israel’s Institute of
Technology, Dr. Kidon is an American Board
of Pediatrics certified pediatrician. She
completed her fellowship in Allergy and the
(Clinical Immunology at the Kaplan Medical
Center in Rehovot, Israel. She is senior
physician in the Allergy Immunology Unit,
Sheba Medical Center in Tel Hashomer. She
serves as a consultant in Allergy and
Immunology to numerous institutions,
including the Department of Pediatric
Medicine, KK Children’s Hospital in Singapore.

Dr. Kidon is a member of numerous
professional organizations including the
Israeli Medical Association, American Academy
of Pediatrics, Israeli Association of Allergy and
Clinical Immunology, the European Network

of Drug Allergy, American Academy of Asthma,
Allergy and Immunology, the European Society
of Immune Deficiencies, the Singapore Society
of Allergy and Immunology, and Vice Chair of
the Africa and Middle East section of the AAAAI
International Assembly.

Dr. Kidon is an experienced lecturer both
in Israel and abroad, with interests in the fields
of environmental and genetic determinants
of atopic disease and asthma, allergen
characterization as well as drug hypersensitivity
reactions. Her publications reflect this broad
spectrum of interests.

Mona’s tireless efforts, hard work and
dedication to high achievement were
fundamental to the success of the first
IAACI-ACAALI joint conference that took place
in Jerusalem, Israel in December of 2008.

Menachem Rottem, M.D.

Menachem Rottem, MD, is Head of the
Allergy Asthma and Immunology Service at the
Emek Medical Center, Afula, and Senior Clinical
Lecturer at the Rappaport Faculty of Medicine
of the Technion in Haifa. A graduate of the
Hebrew University Hadassah Medical School
in Jerusalem, Dr. Rottem completed a residency
in Pediatrics at Hadassah University Medical
Center and an Allergy Immunology Fellowship
at the Children Hospital of Philadelphia
University of Pennsylvania Medical School.

He completed a second Fellowship in Allergy
and Immunology as a Clinical Associate at
the Laboratory of Clinical Investigation (LCI),
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases (NIAID) at the National Institutes of
Health (NIH). He later returned as a visiting
scientist to work at the Laboratory of Allergy
at the NIAID/NIH.

Dr. Rottem is the past Chairman of the Israeli
Association of Allergy and Clinical Immunology
(TAACI). He serves as Chair of the International
Assembly of the American Academy of Allergy,
Asthma and Immunology (AAAAI) and member
of AAAAI committees including Mast Cell
Disorder Task Force, Practice, Diagnostics and
Therapeutics Committee, Sports Medicine
Committee, and Immunotherapy and
Diagnostics Committee. Dr. Rottem is Chair of
the Sub-Committee on Allergy Prevalence and
Migration, World Allergy Organization (WAO),
and was a member of the World Allergy
Congress (WAQ) Scientific Program Committee.

Menachem’s dedication to the advancement
of professionalism, education and research
within Allergy and Immunology helped lead
the way towards the realization of a joint
IAACI-ACAAI Israeli Conference in 2008.



Israeli Recipients of AFI Grants

Drs. Mona Kidon and Menachem Rottem
presented AFI awards during the 2009 IAACI
Annual Meeting. The recipients, each receiving
research grants of $3,000, were Arnon Broides,
Ariel Munitz and Miguel Stein. Present at the
conference were AFI’s mini-fellowship awardees
from last year, Drs. Zeldin and Teplitzki.

Unable to attend the annual meeting,
Jonathan Bernstein, Chairperson of Allergists
for Israel sent a message of congratulations to
IAACI. He stated that AFI was pleased to
participate in the conference by providing
support for Dr. Amy Pallar who spoke on
Atopic Dermatitis as well as awarding the
three research awards in Basic/Translational
and (linical research.

Bernstein applauded the three recipients as
well as acknowledging all nine submissions.

“They, (the research submissions), were all very
competitive. We encourage everyone to continue
to submit proposals next year.” In 2009, AFI
was also able to support two mini-fellowships
in Gincinnati, Ohio. Dr. Evgenia Baraban and
Dr. David Nusem were the recipients.

“We will continue to fund mini-fellowships
and hope to expand them to more institutions.
I must say that working with the IAACI
leadership and developing friendships with its
members has been a very gratifying experience
for me and my fellow AFI colleagues,” Bernstein
stated. “We pledge to continue to fulfill the
mission of AFI which is to promote and support
academic and research opportunities in the
field of Allergy and Immunology in Israel and to
develop camaraderie between Israeli allergists
and allergists around the world!”
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Arnon Broides
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Ariel Munitz

Drs. Rottem, Stein, and Kidon

Drs. Rottem, Zeldin, Teplitzki, and Kidon

Dr. David Nusem, AFI Mini-fellowship Recipient

Dear AFI members,

I am a clinical allergist and most of my patients are from Western Galilee. Two months ago
I returned from the mini-fellowship granted generously by vou. It was really a wonderful and
interesting experience for me to watch the clinical practice of a high standard university hospital
and private clinics with most modern technical devices and to see also how another medical care

system works .

I had the opportunity to see some different approaches to problems which I face as well in my
clinic and those which can fit my patients and our system I will of course adopt. But not only was
the professional aspect wonderful. It was also an exciting experience to be with Profs Leonard,
David, and Jonathan Bernstein and their charming families and they really gave me the feeling of

being among old good friends.

My mini-fellowship fulfilled completely the AFI goals: strengthen the friendship between
American and Israeli allergists and help us to be better physicians.

I want to thank all AFI members for the grant and my hosts for the great time I had with them.
It will be my pleasure to have any one of the AFI members as my guests and to show you the

beautiful region I live.

Sincerely,
Dr. David Nusem

Dr. David Nusem
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Name Date

Organization

Street Address

Gity

State

Zip

E-mail Phone Fax

Spouse/Partner’s Name

Hobbies/Affiliations

Member since Areas of interest

Please let us know what you are interested in seeing Allergists for Israel achieve. Your comments and
suggestions will help us to improve our organization.

Our primary mode of communication will be e-mail since it is easy to use and inexpensive. Please let us
know if you would rather be contacted via an alternate method. (L1 Phone (] Fax

2010 annual dues are $118. Please include a check payable to ALLERGISTS FOR ISRAEL with your completed
form or provide vour credit card information below.

[ visa ] MasterCard

Account number Expiration date

Signature

For questions or comments, please contact Beth at afiadm@gmail.com
Please visit our website at: www.allergists4israel.org
Membership dues may be paid on line through Paypal by visiting our website

Thank you for taking the time to complete this form.
PLEASE MAIL OR FAX TO:

Randee Mansfield, Treasurer
Allergists for Israel
2121 Wyoming Ave., El Paso, TX 79903
PHONE 915-544-2557
FAX 915-544-1817



